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The Improbable Run of the 1971 “Super Hicks”
Written by Vaughn Winslow

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
No small number of high schools in Indiana have 
been playing basketball for over 100 years and 
have never made it to the state finals.  Yet Floyd Cen-
tral did it in only their third year of existence.  The 
Indiana state tournament is ripe with unique circum-
stances and odd turn of events, not the least of which 
is the improbable run of the Highlanders in 1971. 

     To fully appreciate this achievement one must 
understand how this school came to be.  Floyd Cen-
tral is nestled in the scenic hills of Floyd County in 
southern Indiana bordering the Ohio River.  In the 
mid-1960’s it was determined by the local school 
board that the county’s only rural high school 
(Georgetown) was substandard and needed to be 
replaced.  Some townspeople were concerned since 
the pride of the community was the Georgetown 
gym.  A gym that seated 1,800 for a town with a 
population of 700!  

     However there was another issue, the Floyd 
County townships of Greenville and Lafayette, 
which included the communities of Floyds Knobs and 
Starlight, were never assigned to a school district.

     Thus high school kids from this area could go to 
any high school they chose.  Some went to George-
town, some went to New Albany, some went north to 
Borden and some went east to Silver Creek.  So the 
school board decided to build a new high school 

that would include the old Georgetown district and 
add the wayward townships of Greenville and La-
fayette.  The school would be named Floyd Central.

     The school board named them the “Highlanders” 
because the school was located in the hills about 
1000 feet above the eastern half of the county!  
However the true origin of the name “Highlander” 
became lost in time as the school eventually ad-
opted the present-day “Scottish Highlander” motif 
and mascot.

     It would be out of all this reorganization and 
chaos that a group of extremely talented young 
basketball players would soon come together to 
form one of the great teams ever in southern Indi-
ana.  The Highlanders finished the ’71 campaign 
with a 17-3 record.  However they played a rela-
tively weak schedule against teams such as Mill-
town, Barr-Reeve and West Washington.  They did 
play southern Indiana powerhouses Jeffersonville 
and New Albany, which they lost to 91-83 and 71-
56 respectively.  Though no one was taking notice, 
the Highlanders started clicking mid-season and 
averaged 88.6 points per game heading into the 
sectional.

     The 1971 sectional was at Jeffersonville in the 
historic Nachand Fieldhouse.  In the opening game 
the Highlanders came from 11 points down in the 
4th quarter to avenge an earlier season loss to 
New Albany 84-80.  Next came the mighty Jef-
fersonville.  The Red Devils finished the season a 
respectable 15-5, they had the soon-to-be named 
Mr. Basketball in Mike Flynn with his 28.6 average, 
and had defeated the Highlanders during the regu-
lar season.

     Floyd Central was led by 6-1 Jerry Hale, a 
University of Kentucky signee, plus a tall and 
strong cast with future Indiana All-Star Larry 
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Brumley (6-4), with Jeff Curry.  Floyd Central 
avenged the Red Devils to win an epic 92-91 vic-
tory.  In the sectional championship game the High-
landers defeated Clarksville Providence 83-82 on 
two last-second free throws. 

     The Highlanders won their first sectional by 
defeating three teams by a total of 6 points! 

     Entering the regional of the tournament, the 
Highlanders would by playing in Seymour’s mag-
nificent new 9,000 seat arena.  They defeated 
Bedford 75-59 and would meet a very respect-
able Seymour Owls team in the final.  Seymour 
played a near-flawless game and led by 17 with 
6:50 to play in the last quarter.

     Then something happened… the Highlanders 
scored 41 points in the 4th quarter and won 93-
86!  Seymour was stunned!  41 points in a single 
quarter was a state record that stood for 32 
years.

     Floyd Central found itself a surprise invitee to 
the Evansville semi-state.  They won over Salem 
77-68 and defeated Loogootee 83-74 to reach 
the state finals at Hinkle Fieldhouse in Indianapolis.

     The presence of the Floyd Central Highlanders 
in the 1971 state finals caused a statewide stir.  A 
bunch of rural kids from the hills of southern Indi-
ana from a school no one had ever heard of was 
going to get a shot at the state championship.

     The Indianapolis Star dubbed them the “Su-
per Hicks” (a name that Highlander fans initially 
considered an insult) and they would be playing 
in front of 14,000 spectators.  The Highland-
ers would be matched against the East Chicago 
Washington Senators.  The ’71 Senators would 
become known as one of the greatest teams ever 
in the history of Indiana high school basketball.  
They were 27-0, they averaged 91 points per 
game (without the advantage of the 3-point shot), 
had an average winning margin of 30 points, they 

had hit the century mark 7 times, and their start-
ing guards (Adell and Bailey) could both run the 
100-yard dash in under 10 seconds.  All five start-
ers would play major college basketball with such 
venerable schools as UCLA, North Carolina State 
and Louisville.  This seasoned, veteran and battle-
tested team would play a team called the “Super 
Hicks”! 

     Just everyone in the state north of Highway 
50 was curious about this team that came from a 
place no one ever heard of.  Did they really have 
something or were they just another team with a 
lucky run in the tournament?  The curiosity seekers 
in Hinkle soon got their answer.  The Highlanders 
scored first, just two seconds into the game.  When 
they took an early 9-2 lead everyone moved a 
little closer to the edge of their seat.

     From the opening tip it was obvious that these 
were two lightning quick high-octane teams that 
were going to give their all.

     If by any chance you were not yet a believer, 
you were certainly converted by the end of the 
1st quarter.  The Highlanders led 21-19 and were 
11-11 from the free throw line.  The undefeated 
Senators had been forced to play catch-up for 
eight minutes!

     In the 2nd quarter the Senators started running 
their fast-break style of play to perfection.  East 
Chicago was able to command a 49-41 halftime 
lead.  The Highlanders played well, but the Sena-
tors played very well behind Pete Trgovich’s 23 
points.

     The Senators opened the second half with a 
1-3-1 zone defense that slowed the Highlanders 
running game and bottled up Hale.  The Senators 
led 77-64 at the end of the 3rd quarter and had 
scored an incredible 58 points during the 2nd and 
3rd quarters.
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led 77-64 at the end of the 3rd quarter and had 
scored an incredible 58 points during the 2nd 
and 3rd quarters.

     The Senators continued their fast-break of-
fense and their quickness was too much for the 
Highlanders.  Hale came alive in the 4th quar-
ter scoring 15 points – at one point making 13 
straight free throws.  The Senators continued 
holding a comfortable lead, though Floyd Cen-
tral did close the gap to 90-83 at about the five 
minute mark.  The Senators won a hard-fought 
contest 102-88.  The Highlanders had no answer 
for Trgovich as he scored at will and finished with 
42 points.  Hale led the Highlanders with 26 and 
Brumley added 20.

     The saga of the “Super Hicks” had come to an 
end but they had earned much respect.  Joe Hin-
ton would be named Indiana High School Coach 
of the Year and three of the players would be-
come 1,000-point scorers – Schellenberg (1,891), 
Hale (1,842) and Curry (1,006).  As previously 
stated, Hale would go on to play for Adolph 
Rupp at Kentucky and Schellenberg would play 
for Wake Forest.

     This writer cannot help but speculate on a 
couple of intriguing questions concerning the ’71 
Highlanders.  In the final game of the Lafayette 
semi-state, East Chicago Washington played little 
Rossville.  Rossville matched the Senators point-

for-point until the last three minutes of the game, 
losing 76-67.  If Rossville could have hung on for 
three more minutes they might have defeated the 
Senators and played Floyd Central in the state 
finals.  This is a match the Highlanders probably 
could have won.  They would have then played an 
extremely fatigued Elkhart team who had to go 
three overtimes to win over New Castle.

     Once again, a win here could have given the 
state championship to the Highlanders!

     The second question centers on what might 
have happened if Floyd Central had not been 
created.  How many of these kids would have 
gone to Georgetown?  Is there any chance that 
Georgetown could have gone to the state finals in 
’71?

1971 “Super Hicks” Roster 
Larry Brumley, Jerry Hale, Kevin Wright, Jerry 
Schellenberg, Jeff Curry, Tom Schellenberg, Don 
Uhl, Gary Roberts, Gary Page, Kim Becker, Bruce 
Martin, Mark Richards, Stan Wheeler (Mgr.), 
Mark Schultz (Mgr.), Gary McClary (Asst. Coach), 
Joe Hinton (Head Coach).
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