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The late Dan Hutton left 
his mark on gyms across 
northern Indiana. But Hut- 
ton was not your typical 
gym rat. 

During the high school 
basketball season, Hut- 
ton could be found on the 
sidelines as a successful 
coach of the John Glenn 
High School girls basket- 
ball team. 

In the summer, for many 
years, he might show up in 
an Indiana school’s gym, 
painting a mascot on the 
wall and graphic designs 
and lines on the school’s 
gym floor. 

Years ago, Hutton discov- 
ered a talen t for decorating 
gymnasiums. 

“I did a floor at South 
Whitley  Middle  School, 
then we did the high school 
at Whitko,” Hutton said in 
2006. “That’s been 30 years 
ago, when I lived there.” 

“I really got back into it 
at Glenn, painting the walls 
and gym floors, and people 
saw it, especially with the 
falcon coming through the 
wall.” 

Indeed, his signature 
work is a team  mascot 
charging, flying or exploding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

floor designs in 
Walkerton’s Urey 
Middle School. 

There are many 
others, as Hutton 
painted graphics 
and designs in about 
50 gyms, mostly in 
northern Indiana. 

Hudson got the 
idea of the mascot 
exploding out of the 
walls, after seeing 
something coming 
out of a t-shirt, rip- 
ping out of paper, 
on the T-shirt..” Hut- 
ton explained. “I just 

developed the idea from 
that shirt.” 

Hutton, who re- 
sided in LaPorte, 
had long had an 
interest in painting. 
He studied art at 
Garrett High School 
and Manchester 
College. 

He taught art in 
school for a while, 
before leaving the 
profession and en- 
tering the insurance 
business, and also 
painted portraits. 

After semi-retir- 
ing, he became the head 

through a gym wall. 
In addition to the falcon at Glenn, he 

painted an American Indian in full head- 
dress, exploding through the concrete wall 
in Knox’s historic Weinberg Gymnasium. 

At Kouts, in the former high school 
gym, which now is the home of the middle 
school, a mustang and filly bolt majestical- 
ly across and out of the wall. At Valparaiso 
High School, Vikings boldly blast their way 
into the gym in one of Hutton’s best render- 
ings. 

Hutton also painted the graphics and 

girls basketball coach at Glenn, and over 
the span of 12 seasons, his teams won two 
sectionals and two regionals, garnering an 
overall 156-101 record. 

Hutton said his coaching and painting 
careers made himself “Happy as a lark.”, 
according to his wife Judy. 

Former LaVille High School athletic 
director and coach John Willoughby, who 

worked as an assistant to Hutton on the 
bench for many years, also worked as a 

painting assistant to Hutton in the summer. 
If you walk into gyms at Plymouth, 
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Northwood, Culver, Triton, Heritage, Indiana Wesleyan College, Knox, Valparaiso, Kouts, 
Whitko, Huntington, Marion, Fremont, LaVille or the LaPorte football field, among others, 
you can view Hutton’s work. It’ll be there for years to come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


